Southdowns Ukulele Festival 2026 Workshops

A: Saturday 12th September (10.00 to 11.00)
Beginners - Richard Hales
Ukulele Marquee, Waterloo Square

We have been very lucky to get Richard to run classes for beginners at the Southdowns Ukulele
Festival over the last few years. Many of these ‘beginners’ have gone on to join their local ukulele
clubs and continue to play and have fun with the ukulele.

Ukuleles available to borrow.

B: Saturday 12th September (10.00 to 11.00)
Song Writing — Hedge Inspectors
RAFA Club, Waterloo Square

The Hedge Inspectors are amazing entertainers and musicians. Humour and talent abound in this
fab duo and they love passing on their skills to others. They also run great ukulele jams!

Mike and Caroline are well known for composing and performing their own songs, many based on
life experiences. Come along and let them pass on their know-how for you to do the same.

C: Sunday 13th September (10.30 to 11.30)
Lead Playing and Finger Styles — Mark Thomas
Ukulele Marquee, Waterloo Square
Mark is a passionate musician with over 30 years of experience in both playing and teaching. He

runs a weekly Ukulele Club in Bracklesham Bay where students learn together in a relaxed and
friendly atmosphere.

Move on from strumming on all songs to playing lead solos and riffs and also learn some finger
styles.

D: Sunday 13th September (10.30 to 11.30)
REM Songs — Jon Wheeler
RAFA Club, Waterloo Square

Jon has been playing, teaching and working in the grassroots music scene in Sussex for many
years. He’s a full time, self-taught musician and tutor who'’s enjoys passing on his skills and
experiences. Here’s your chance to add some more skills to your playing.

Jon is a member of REMbrandt, a 100% live R.E.M. tribute band. Explore some of their songs with
a deep dive into ‘Losing My Religion’.

D: Sunday 13th September (10.30 to 11.30)
Making Your Mark — Dave Landreth
At the Room on the Pier

Dave is one of the founder members of the Pebble Beach Band and has played bass and
percussion as well as the ukulele with the band. He has been starting absolute beginners on their
ukulele journey at the Waverley pub for the last few years and transitioned them into the main
afternoon Waverley Jam sessions.

If you’re looking to gain new skills and confidence by learning a simple affordable instrument
here’s your chance! You can go on to join many like-minded others playing popular songs in a
friendly group environment. The emphasis is always on having fun!

Ukuleles available to borrow.



